
Appointment of Independent Members for Salford City Council (Audit and 

Accounts Committee)  

Salford City Council is currently looking for an independent member to join its Audit 

and Accounts Committee from September 2022.    

The Council’s Audit and Accounts Committee is a key component of the Council’s 

corporate governance. The committee provides assurance and high-level focus on 

risk management, governance, financial controls, annual accounts and the work of 

internal and external audit.  

You will be one of two independent members on the Audit and Accounts Committee 

alongside eight councillors on this important committee that is responsible for 

promoting excellence in governance, risk management, financial reporting and 

counter-fraud.   

More about the role  

Each independent member serves a term of 3 years, subject to approval of Council, 

which may be renewed up to a maximum of 2 terms, for which you will receive an 

annual allowance of £387.84, currently.  

As an independent member you will be required to sign an undertaking to abide by a 

Code of Conduct for Members, which sets out standards of behaviour expected from 

all members. Additionally, you will be required to complete a Register of Interests 

form on an annual basis.   

The estimated time commitment required to undertake the role will vary, on average 

it would involve attendance at 5 daytime meetings (lasting between 2-3 hours) a year 

and associated reading of the prepared papers.   

The main aspects of the role include: 

 To be an independent, non-voting member of the Audit and Accounts 

Committee, providing external challenge and support.  

 To receive and consider reports to the Audit and Accounts Committee from 

internal and external auditors and other council officers.  

 To assist the Committee in delivering on the Committees’ Terms of 

Reference.  

 To demonstrate high standards of corporate governance at all times, obtain 

and maintain an understanding of the areas of the Council pertinent to the 

Audit and Accounts Committee and to have an affinity with the values of 

public service.   

What we look for in an independent member  

 Knowledge / experience in matters of an audit nature including risk 

management and corporate governance. 

 Strong strategic awareness and ability to identify emerging external factors 

that may impact on strategy, implementation of plans, or reputation with key 

stakeholders. 

 Good analytical, communication and interpersonal skills. 

 A high level of integrity inspiring public confidence. 

 Ability to challenge and hold to account Council Officers. 



 Good IT Skills including the ability to access reports an information 

electronically and participate in remote meetings (via Microsoft Teams) if 

required. 

 An understanding of confidentiality requirements. 

 The ability to work as part of a team and contribute to the work of the Audit 

and Accounts Committee. 

 

affinity to Salford  

Are you eligible for the role?  

1. Independent members should not be:  

 be active in local or national politics;  

 be a member of a political party or pressure group;  

 have had significant previous dealings with the Council which compromise 

their impartiality; 

 have a close relationship with any Member or Officer of the Council.  

 

2. The following persons cannot be an independent member: 

a. a serving councillor or officer (or the spouse or civil partner of a councillor or 

officer) of Salford City Council, any other County or County Borough Council, 

a Fire Authority, a National Park Authority, or a Community/ Town Council.  

b. Former councillors or officers of Salford City Council. 

c. Former councillors or officers of any other County or County Borough Council, 

Fire Authority or National Park Authority until at least one year after ceasing to 

be a Councillor/Officer of that Authority.  

Further details 

For an informal chat about the role please contact Simon Bleckly (Head of Internal 

Audit) on 0161 607 6972 

Copies of the terms of reference for the committee are available on request from 

decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk 

How to apply  

If you are interested in being considered, please email a letter (no more than 2 sides 

of A4) detailing your skills, knowledge and experience that are applicable to the role 

to: decisionmakingandscrutiny@salford.gov.uk and mark your email FAO: The Clerk 

of the Audit and Accounts Committee 

Please also include the contact details of two referees.  

Salford City Council promotes an equal opportunities policy. Applications are 

welcome from all sections of the community irrespective of race, gender, gender 

reassignment, age, disability, sexuality, religion or belief.  

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 22nd July 2022. A short-listing 

exercise and interviews will follow shortly afterwards.  
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